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Overthrown_Wk2_Control 
April 26, 2020 
Scripture: Philippians 3:7-11 NIV; Matthew 6:19-21 NIV; Hebrews 10:23, 32-39 NIV 
 
 
 
We are in week 2 of our new series called, OVERTHROWN, and the question we are asking is this:  
what forces are at work within me and within you need that to be overthrown so that the work of Christ 
can be released in you?  
 
What needs to be healed? What needs to be loosed? What needs to be overthrown?  
 
This week we examine something that we feel very little of any more – control. Does your dependence 
on or craving for control need to be overthrown so that the work of Jesus can expand within you? 
 
The force at work within you and within me that may be working against the work of Jesus could be 
your desire to control...to control people, circumstances, the future, other people’s future...etc... 
 
To set us up, I’m going to invite you to read a first hand, eyewitness account of a conversation between 
Peter and Jesus... 
 
According to the disciple named John, after his resurrection, Jesus met with his disciples one morning 
for breakfast.  They had been fishing all night and Jesus was waiting for them on the shore and invited 
them to join him.  A conversation ensues between Jesus and Peter.  Part of that conversation revolves 
around Jesus reinstating Peter after Peter had abandoned him, but the second part of the conversation 
takes a turn for the uncomfortable.   
 
You see, Peter is a take control kind of guy.  He’s the guy who makes confident and bold statements. 
 
There’s something about Peter’s approach to life as we see it depicted in all 4 gospels as well as in the 
Acts of the Apostles that give us a consistent picture of him as one with an ‘aint nobody telling me what 
to do’ kind of attitude.   
 
I can appreciate that.  I have a bit of that edge within me as well.  There’s a wiring within me that when 
challenged or told what I can’t do, that I think I need to do, well, I usually still try and do it.   
 
There’s a little bit of that within you as well.  Even if you’re a rule follower!   
 
The most strict rule followers among you will resist being told what to do if it is in conflict with what you 
feel is right, necessary, fair, or good.   
 
This exposes a challenge for you and I and it’s one we really need to wrestle with.  Now let me be clear 
up front, I’m not sure if there is a clear cut answer for this - it may be as one pastor said, a ‘tension to 
manage, not a problem to solve.’   
 
Here it is:   
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Is my desire to be in control, even if it is within my rights to have certain elements of control, 
the leading motivation of my life?   
 
Is my desire to be in control of my life greater than my desire to entrust Jesus with control of 
my life?   
  
What if your experience of a loss of control is actually gift? 
 
Here’s what I know to be true -  
You have had control over so many aspects of your life that the moment you no longer can 
control them, you feel violated. 
 
Your ability to control your life is closely tied to your life of freedom, isn’t it? 
Your life of freedom - for most of us - has been incredibly, incredibly free. 
 
You can control the temperature of your house within a couple of degrees, you can control 
where you get your food and how much of it you want, you can control where you go and who 
you spend time with, you can control to a certain extent your income and how much you spend, 
you can control where you worship, how you worship, and in our country - WHO you worship.   
 
You control who our elected government officials are.   
 
And at the moment some of the control we have grown to assume is limited, and whether it’s a 
right or not, we feel violated.   
 
I realize I’ve got your attention now because some of you - your heart rate just spiked with anxiety and 
premature anger,  and others of you, your heart just stopped as you hold your breath waiting for me to 
say something crazy… 
 
==================================    
 
How do you know if your desire for control needs to be overthrown? 
 
You are very concerned about regaining control of all you feel has been taken from you.  
Philippians 3:7-11 NIV 
7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is 
more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I 
may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but that which is through faith in[a] Christ—the righteousness that 
comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power 
of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 

and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 
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Today you’re going to choose to reorient your perspective about what may be lost because you 
are pouring more energy into who you’re gaining. 
 
 
 
================================ 
 
How do you know if your desire for control needs to be overthrown? 
 
You find that you are investing immense energy in preserving or protecting what remains.  
Matthew 6:19-21 NIV 
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, 
and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
Today you’re going to shift from finding security and hope in what you have worked so hard to 
establish or accumulate in this life, to discovering the confidence of having treasure in heaven. 
 
==================================== 
 
How do you know if your desire for control needs to be overthrown? 
 
You find that this crisis has made you fearful - which can lead to you retreating from faith filled 
living. 
Hebrews 10:23, 32-39 NIV 
23 Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 

 
32 Remember those earlier days after you had received the light, when you endured in a 
great conflict full of suffering. 33 Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and 
persecution; at other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 34 
You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confiscation of your 
property, because you knew that you yourselves had better and lasting possessions. 35 
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 
36 You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive 
what he has promised. 37 For, 
“In just a little while, 
    he who is coming will come 
    and will not delay.”[a] 
38 And, 
“But my righteous[b] one will live by faith. 
    And I take no pleasure 
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    in the one who shrinks back.”[c] 
39 But we do not belong to those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who 
have faith and are saved. 
 
Today you’re going to declare a charge on the forces of hell, the schemes of man, and any 
cowardliness within you by standing your ground - which is the solid rock, Jesus Christ.        
 
Listen - this is all scary and there are many unknowns and it’s hard… 
 
But if you’re a follower of Jesus and you’re listening to this - we aren’t of this world...this world 
isn’t our final destination...we don’t cling to what is temporary we cling to what is eternal. 
 
Our hope is not secure if it is not secured in Jesus.   
 
So what about you?   
 
 
So let me stop and take the pressure off of me for a minute and place it upon Jesus and the early 
Church.   
 
Picture this if you can: 
 
A group of people ostracized and persecuted, traumatized and commissioned are living in the early 
years of the 1st Century during the reign of Emperor Nero of Rome.   
 
If Nero had Twitter...well, I think we could fill in the blanks.   
 
Nero, was a narcissist and a manipulator of his power.  At this time he had supreme control and did 
some things that are considered - even to this day - unbelievable.  Barbaric.   
 
By 67 AD the city of Rome was on fire at the hands of Nero.  It was a crisis of the greatest kind.  The 
people were in disbelief and ruled by fear.  The government was tyrannical.  Those who were supposed 
to be preserving and protecting the great Empire were actually cooperating in its destruction.     
Uncertainty and economic instability were spreading as turmoil reigned supreme. 
 
Nero was made aware of his public image and how it was not held in high esteem and so, he did 
something that you would think could destabilize what Jesus had just established, the Church, and 
blamed Christians for the fire!  Keep in mind, the resurrection of Jesus took place near 33 AD - which 
means that it had only just begun and had barely enough time to truly take off as the chosen vessel of 
God in the world.  Nero decided to blame the destruction of the city of Rome on Christians in an effort 
to end the movement.  
 
To make matters worse, after blaming the fire on Christians, we then began the barbaric extermination 
of them.  This was scary!  These people had no rights whatsoever.  They had become the scapegoat 
and scum of the public eye.  
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These Christians, the first century Christians, were not operating in complex systems or trying to correct 
errors from centuries in the past; they were simply doing what Jesus commanded:  loving God, loving 
people, and making disciples.  The world was being changed in a very short period of time and Nero 
hated it.  So he tried to stop it.   
 
There are two significant individuals who died at the hands of Nero among many many others -  
The Apostle Paul - he was beheaded. 
The Apostle Peter - he was crucified upside down. 
 
Why am I telling you all of this and what is its purpose? 
 
 
18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but 
when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where 
you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify 
God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 
 
What Jesus told Peter was both prophetic and propelling. 
 
FOR THE NEXT FEW MINUTES I’M GOING USE THESE STATEMENTS OF JESUS AND THE 
ENSUING LIFE OF PETER AS A FILTER FOR OUR CURRENT REALITY.   
 
First - make the main thing the main thing - Follow me!   
 
Christian friends, now is not the time for everyone to become cultural commentators after having been 
cultural consumers for decades.  Crisis has accomplished what crises do - they get our attention.   
 
And so maybe your eyes are opened up to some realities, to some questions, to seeing some 
connections and having concerns - I’m not going to invalidate that.  I have my own questions about 
what is happening and you have yours.     
 
Here’s what I’m going to do though: 
 
If the men who wrote the letters contained in the Scriptures have any authority - which we believe they 
do as empowered and inspired by the Holy Spirit - I want you to answer this question: 
 
In what ways did the early Christians try to preserve control or take control? 
 
Peter, the one Jesus warned would ultimately lose control of his life and be led where he did not want 
to go by people he did not trust, went on after this warning to preach and teach in the name of Jesus 
and what do we not see? 
 
We do not see fear of government upheaval.  He spoke to it and inspired people to faith through it. 
Peter did not figure out his political views and then determine where Jesus fits in, he figured out Jesus 
and then addressed issues related to the political arena.  
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DO NOT LET YOUR POLITICS SHAPE YOUR VIEW OF JESUS...JESUS SHAPES YOUR VIEW OF 
POLITICS!  
 
We do not see him assembling an army to protect himself and other Christians.  He actually 
encouraged Christians being persecuted to honor their leaders. 
 
We do not see the mission that was entrusted to him - making disciples and leading the church - being 
derailed by making himself the mission.  He never made what was always supposed to be about Jesus 
about anything else. 
   
Jesus commission of Peter in John 21 is the same invitation that he gave Simon and Andrew on the 
shores of the Sea of Galilee...Follow Me! 
 
If you are a Christian, a disciple, a follower of Jesus - listen carefully - your number one task right now 
is to follow Jesus. 
 
What does that mean and what does that look like?   
 
It means doing whatever it takes to uproot the obstacles and tear down the walls of opposition so that 
the great Shepherd of our Souls can take up full residence within us. 
 
It means trusting Jesus - his life, his teachings, his example, his death and his resurrection because 
within the scope of our Savior, we find everything we need for life and godliness!   
 
   
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one 
who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21 
When Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 
22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow 
me.” 
 
 
 
As Christians, we aren’t called to merely mirror culture - we are called to Subvert the culture.   
 
Peter did exactly this.  
 


